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Here’s the latest news impacting Los Angeles Firefighters…

 

Feature

LAFD Mourns the Passing of Recruit Firefighter Jacob Fuerte
The Los Angeles City Fire Department (LAFD) is mourning the loss of one of our recruit firefighters. In the

early morning hours of April 15, 2024, a tragic incident occurred on the NB 101 freeway at Vineland
Avenue in Studio City. An LAFD recruit on his way to the Drill Tower Academy for training may have been

involved in a traffic collision. He got out of his vehicle to likely assess the situation and help anyone in need
when he was hit by another car. Our own firefighter paramedics responded quickly to the scene, but

unfortunately, they had to declare our member deceased.
LAFD

1 dead after fire erupts in Southern California home
Authorities are investigating the cause of a house fire that claimed the life of a man Sunday in the Florence
neighborhood of Los Angeles, officials announced. Crews with the Los Angeles Fire Department responded
to calls about the blaze at 140 E. 71st Street at around 6:18 p.m. It took 40 firefighters just 14 minutes to
get to the scene, access the blaze, confine and fully extinguish flames in one room of a single-story family
home, according to a department news release. Footage of the incident posted to the Citizen App showed
smoke coming from the home that could be seen from several blocks away. Firefighters were also seen on

the roof of the home. “During the well-coordinated fire attack, firefighters discovered one person
deceased inside the residence,” fire officials noted in the release. The victim was only identified as a 52-

year-old man, who was beyond medical help and declared dead at the scene, officials said.
KTLA5/LAFD

UCLA protest: Fights erupt, firecrackers thrown at pro-
Palestinian tents

Violence erupted on the UCLA campus Tuesday night as multiple brawls broke out and firecrackers
exploded outside the makeshift gates of the pro-Palestine encampments in Westwood. Some of the chaos

was captured during FOX 11's evening newscast and at one point, someone tossed a firecracker at the pro-
Palestinian encampment site. The brawls happened in short spurts several times over the overnight hours.
In addition, for nearly three hours, there were no signs of the Los Angeles Police Department or University
of California campus cops jumping in to confront the people fighting and causing the disturbance at UCLA.
Around midnight, UC's police department formally requested help from the LAPD. Los Angeles Mayor Karen

Bass, who was in Washington D.C. at the time of the campus chaos, confirmed at 1:47 a.m. PT
Wednesday officers arrived on campus.

Fox11

Academic Scholarship Awarded to Aspiring Veterinarian
UFLAC was proud to award the 1st Quarter 2024 UFLAC/McNicholas & McNicholas Education Scholarship to

Rylie Kohl, a high school senior who plans to attend the University of Redlands in the fall and eventually
become a veterinarian. Congratulations to Rylie and the entire Kohl family. There are more scholarship

opportunities available this year. Visit uflac.org/ffscholarship to apply. 
UFLAC/McNicholas & McNicholas

Maria Riggs Celebrates 50 Years with UFLAC
On April 15th, Assistant Office Manager/Executive Assistant Maria Riggs celebrated 50 years with United

Firefighters of Los Angeles City, IAFF Local 112. Thank you for your dedicated service to our members and
their families throughout the past five decades!

Join Us May 11, 2024 for the LAFD 'Fire Service Day' Citywide
Open Firehouse Event

The men and women of LAFD warmly welcome you and your family to visit a Fire Station on Saturday, May
11, 2024, between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM. The second Saturday of each May is designated as “Fire

Service Day” in the City of Los Angeles - a citywide open firehouse celebration, when we plan on your visit
to tour a Neighborhood Fire Station. This year, our theme is "Celebrating Community Resilience", with a

focus on strengthening the connections that benefit our entire community in times of crisis. We're eager to
have you spend part of you day with us on Saturday, May 11 at the firehouse, to learn about our team,
tools and training - but more importantly, for us to best understand your concerns regarding emergency

response and disaster preparedness.
LAFD

 

Fire Watch
Woman Injured, Hospitalized During Fire at Pacific Palisades

Convalescent Home, LAFD Quick to Extinguish Blaze
Chaos briefly erupted in Pacific Palisades yesterday evening as a fire broke out in the parking structure of a

convalescent home, sending one woman to the hospital with injuries from a fall. The Los Angeles Fire
Department was called to the scene at 17310 W Vereda De La Montura around 7:45 PM, arriving to find
light smoke billowing from one automobile engulfed in flames beneath the three-story residence, as per

the LAFD alert. Firefighters quickly moved into offensive mode to battle the blaze, which took
approximately 34 minutes to extinguish, and despite the potentially grave scenario, no other injuries were
reported except for one female patient who sustained a fall while evacuating the building—she was later

transported by LAFD paramedics to a local hospital, according to the follow-up alert.
Hoodline

Los Angeles Firefighters Swiftly Douse Sun Valley
Encampment Blaze Protecting Nearby Commercial Building
Firefighters in Sun Valley crushed a blaze early this morning at an encampment, preventing it from

ravaging an adjacent commercial building. The fire at 7744 N Lankershim Blvd was promptly extinguished
after crews arrived on the scene, as reported by the LAFD. According to the LAFD, fire crews made

headway against the flames, which had originated in a nearby encampment, and ensured the fire did not
spread to the structure. "Initial arriving companies found an encampment on fire exposing a commercial
building," as stated by the LAFD. They managed to contain the outside fire quickly before making entry

into the establishment to check for extension.
Hoodline

Firefighters Battle Flames in Previously Burned Commercial
Building

Firefighters battled a blaze for 19 minutes Saturday evening in a commercial building in the Broadway-
Manchester area that was the site of a previous fire. The latest fire was reported at 5:47 p.m. Saturday in
a single-story, 2,500-square-foot building at 11878 S. Main St., said the Los Angeles Fire Department’s

Nicholas Prange. It was unclear what type of business is at the location. Smoke was showing when
firefighters arrived and took up positions in and around the building, Prange said. Firefighters found flames
inside and burning up into the attic when they entered the vacant building. “Crews advanced hose lines
inside, while others ascended ladders to ventilate the roof,” he said. The flames were out at 6:09 p.m.

MyNewsLA

Photo by Mike Meadows

Firefighters battle flames at former Rusty’s Hacienda Mexican
restaurant in North Hollywood

A fire damaged the building that used to house Rusty’s Hacienda Mexican restaurant Wednesday in the
North Hollywood area, but no one was hurt. Firefighters sent to the 6400 block of Lankershim Boulevard at
1:18 p.m. extinguished the flames in the single-story structure in 17 minutes, said Nicholas Prange of the

Los Angeles Fire Department.
LA Daily News

Los Angeles Firefighters Extinguish Strip Mall Blaze in Pico-
Robertson, Laundromat Sustains Damage

Flames tore through a Pico-Robertson laundromat on Thursday, drawing dozens of firefighters to battle the
blaze that threatened a one-story strip mall. According to a Los Angeles Fire Department statement, the

fire erupted at 1507 S Robertson Bl at approximately 11:33 AM. Fire officials reported that the fire started
in a utility closet, rapidly spreading through the laundromat but firefighters' swift action kept it from

ravaging adjacent businesses. No injuries were reported from the scene as 42 firefighters managed to
knock the fire down in a mere 21 minutes, containing an incident that could have spelled disaster for the

local community.
Hoodline

Fire Knocked Down at Mission Hills Home
Operating from a defensive mode, Los Angeles Fire Department firefighters knocked down a fire at a one-
story home Saturday in Mission Hills. Fire crews were called at 1:02 a.m. to 15001 W. Mission Hills Road
near Indian Hills Road where they used large amounts of water to extinguish the intense flames around
the perimeter of the home, said LAFD spokesman Nicholas Prange. It took a total of 48 firefighters 45

minutes to extinguish the fire.
MyNewsLA

Los Angeles Firefighters Quickly Extinguish Westwood Storage
Shed Blaze; No Injuries Reported

A blaze that engulfed a storage shed in Westwood this morning was brought under control by Los Angeles
firefighters in a matter of minutes. The structure fire, reported at 1391 S Westwood Bl, began at 10:12 AM
and caused heavy smoke to fill the shared attic of adjacent businesses, according to the Los Angeles Fire

Department. The fire, which initially showed no visible flames, posed a risk to an adjoining one-story
restaurant and gallery. The fire department revealed that 60 firefighters labored quickly to confine and

extinguish the fire, announcing a "knockdown" at 10:41 AM. In a statement obtained by the Los Angeles
Fire Department, "Firefighters took just 29 minutes to access, confine and fully extinguish flames in a
storage shed to the rear of a one-story row of commercial businesses, preventing fire spread to the

common attic shared by an adjacent one-story restaurant and gallery."
Hoodline

LAFD Extinguishes East Hollywood Blaze in Just 21 Minutes;
No Injuries Reported

Firefighters in East Hollywood were called to the scene of a structure fire yesterday afternoon, which was
initially reported as a detached garage engulfed in flames. The Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD)
responded to the incident at 1161 N Virgil Avenue at approximately 2:38 PM, as detailed in a LA Fire

Department alert. The blaze, which turned out to be a one-story residence located at the rear of another
home, was threatening to spread before crews contained it. Despite the fire's rapid progression, the LAFD

swiftly managed to corner the flames and prevent damage to the adjacent structure, their efforts were
delineated in an update which specifies that "LAFD crews have contained the threat to the adjacent one

story home, and are continuing a well-coordinated offensive firefight," according to a follow-up
announcement from the department.

Hoodline

Chatsworth Home Engulfed in Flames, LAFD Extinguishes Fire
in 20 Minutes, One Resident Hospitalized

Chatsworth residents were met with the sight of smoke and fire early this morning as a two-story home
went up in flames. The Los Angeles Fire Department reported a structure fire at 9:11 AM at 19800 W

Marilla St. Firefighters arrived quickly on the scene to battle the blaze which was visible from the street.
According to official statements, a two-story home was engulfed with fire, prompting an aggressive interior
attack. Fire crews to efficiently executed their firefighting strategies, advancing hose lines to the heart of

the fire while their counterparts simultaneously ascended ladders to ventilate the roof. The fire, which tore
through the 2,932-square-foot home built in 1958, was knocked down within 20 minutes. LAFD personnel
worked in cohesion to access, confine, and extinguish the fire which had fully engulfed the residence. The
swift response and strategic moves made by the 32 firefighters helped prevent further spread to nearby

structures.
Hoodline

Los Angeles Firefighters Quell Blaze at Boyle Heights Pallet
Lot, Avert Potential Disaster

Flames engulfed a Boyle Heights pallet storage lot yesterday, creating a spectacle of smoke and fire that
demanded a swift response from Los Angeles firefighters. According to the Los Angeles Fire Department

(LAFD), the blaze started around 6:36 PM at 2900 E 12th Street, occupying firefighters with a "large
outside fire" in "offensive mode" which threatened multiple vehicles and a concrete wall. Firefighters from

Station 17 and surrounding battalions arrived on scene and quickly strategized to tame the flames
encroaching upon the environment, a storied community steeped in Los Angeles' industrial backbone; the
crew's rapid deployment of hose lines managed to knock down the blaze within a brief window of time, a

matter of 10 minutes.
Hoodline

Hollywood Firefighters Extinguish Blaze at Vacant Building on
Sunset Blvd in Swift 11 Minutes

Firefighters in Hollywood made short work of a fire at a previously burned-out building, knocking down the
flames in a rapid 11 minutes on Tuesday night. According to the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), the

blaze broke out in a vacant two-story multi-family residential structure at 6842 W Sunset Bl, with fire
showing when units arrived on scene. The swift response from LAFD ensured that no injuries were
reported in the fire that started before the clock struck 10:03 p.m. A total of 24 firefighters arrived

promptly after the emergency call was placed and were able to quell the flames, saving the building from
further damage. "The first 24 firefighters quickly extinguished the flames in 11 minutes (10:03pm) from

the time the 9-1-1 call was placed," noted the LAFD statement.
Hoodline

 

First Responder News
Man arrested in fatal stabbing of Metro passenger near

Universal City station
A man was arrested Monday in the death of a woman who was fatally stabbed on a Metro train, Los

Angeles police said. The passenger, a woman in her 50s whose name has not been released, was found
stabbed at the throat at the Universal City station shortly after 5 a.m. Monday, according to Los Angeles

Police Department spokesman Drake Madison. The station serves the B Line (formerly Red Line) trains that
run from Union Station to North Hollywood. Police said 45-year-old Elliot Tramel Nowden of Los Angeles
attacked the woman while she was on the train. When the train reached the Universal City station, she

exited onto the platform.
LA Times

1 dead, 6 injured in crash involving police cruiser in Hollywood
A pedestrian has died and six others were injured during a traffic accident involving a Los Angeles Police
Department patrol vehicle in Hollywood on Monday, authorities confirmed to KTLA. Police and firefighters

with the Los Angeles Fire Department responded to reports of the multi-patient collision at the intersection
of Santa Monica Boulevard and Gower Street just before 5 p.m. In a post to X, formerly Twitter, police said
that a vehicle traveling westbound on Santa Monica Boulevard struck the patrol vehicle while it was in the
crosswalk at the intersection. The chain reaction led to the police cruiser spinning and striking a pedestrian

who got pinned under the vehicle.
KTLA5

Car slams into Leimert Park home in deadly crash
One person was killed and three others were hurt overnight after a car crash-landed into a Leimert Park

home, according to the Los Angeles City Fire Department. The crash was reported just before 3 a.m.
Saturday on the 2600 block of Obama Boulevard. There, two vehicles crashed, causing one to shear a fire
hydrant before crashing into a home. The other vehicle caught fire in the crash. Neighbors said the impact
was so loud that it woke them up early in the morning. “Loud bang and I got up and saw the water in the

air,” Marion Sadler recalled. “We came out and saw a car in the house and a person on the ground.”
Three people aged 18 to 30 were taken to a nearby hospital, authorities said. The severity of their injuries

was not disclosed. One person died at the scene.
NBC4

One person killed in crash in Porter Ranch
Authorities are investigating crash that killed one person in the Porter Ranch area Monday morning.

NBC4

Multiple passengers injured as Metro train collides with USC
bus near Exposition Park

Two people were seriously injured and dozens of others had minor injuries after a Metro train with more
than 150 passengers on board collided with a USC bus in the Exposition Park area Tuesday, authorities

said. The incident was reported just before noon on Exposition Boulevard near Watt Way, according to the
Los Angeles Fire Department. Two people on the USC shuttle were seriously injured and were transported
by ambulance to a local hospital, fire officials say. They were awake and talking and considered to be in
stable condition. Sixteen passengers on the Metro train had injuries that were less severe but required

treatment at local hospitals. At least 37 people were treated and released on scene.
ABC7

Pursuit involving 4 minors ends in violent crash in Boyle
Heights

A short chase ended in a violent crash involving at least four minors Tuesday night, according to the Los
Angeles Fire Department. The chase began in East Los Angeles near the 5 Freeway and ended near

Calzona Street. The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department was chasing a stolen Kia when it crashed
shortly before 10 p.m. Inside the vehicle were four minors. Two 14-year-olds, one 13-year-old and one 12-
year-old. Firefighters had to use special tools to get them out of the car. The four children are now in the

hospital where a 13-year-old and a 14-year-old were in critical condition.
NBC4

Five Hospitalized Following Two-Vehicle Collision on Tampa
Avenue in Reseda

A two-vehicle smash-up on Tampa Avenue sent five people to the hospital, the Los Angeles Fire
Department said. The serious collision occurred at approximately 7:28 PM on Thursday at the 6800 block

of North Tampa Avenue in Reseda, as reported by the LAFD. Out of the five injured, LAFD reports
indicated that "Two adult females in moderate condition, two adult males in serious condition, and one

juvenile (teenage) female in serious condition were taken to area hospitals by LAFD ambulances,"
according to the LAFD. When the fire department arrived on the scene, they found victims needing
immediate care. Paramedics worked swiftly to set up treatment areas and prep the wounded for

transportation. The LAFD's skilled crews worked diligently to manage the chaotic scene and ensure that all
individuals received the medical attention they needed in the wake of the crash.

Hoodline

3 pedestrians hospitalized after being struck in Westlake
District

Three pedestrians were hospitalized Thursday night after being struck by a vehicle in the Westlake District,
authorities said. The collision occurred at the intersection of Sixth and Alvarado streets at 11 p.m.,

according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. The victims, two men and a woman between 45 and 65
years of age, were transported to a medical center in critical condition, the LAFD said. Their conditions

were later upgraded to stable.
ABC7

Preliminary magnitude-4.1 earthquake rattles Corona
The U.S. Geological Survey reported a preliminary magnitude-4.1 earthquake shook the area of Corona

Wednesday afternoon. The temblor struck at 1:49 p.m., the USGS said. The Los Angeles Fire Department
said the quake was recorded to be magnitude 4.3, 48 miles from downtown Los Angeles. "Firefighters from

all 106 fire stations provide a complete survey of 407 sq miles in greater LA to ensure safety," LAFD
spokesperson Erik Scott said.

NBC4

Female Hiker Rescued by LAFD after Injury in Hollywood Hills
Near Iconic Sign

An early morning hike in the storied Hollywood Hills took a sudden turn when a female hiker suffered an
injury today. Stranded in the rugged landscape, firefighters were dispatched at 08:36 AM to rescue the
individual near the iconic Hollywood Sign. The hiker was immobilized due to a lower extremity injury,

according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. The Los Angeles Fire Department detailed that rescuers on
the ground alongside LAFD Air Operations labored meticulously to coordinate a hoist operation for air

transport. Assisted by an adult female, the injured hiker was perched in a location that was described as
remote, challenging the efforts of the team working to secure her safety. The swift response encompassed

both ground and air resources, showcasing the readiness and collaborative efforts of the LAFD teams.
Hoodline

Hiker Rescued in Griffith Park Near Hogback Trail
On Sunday, April 28, the Los Angeles Fire Department announced they rescued a hiker in Griffith Park.

Officials were alerted of the hiker needing help at 10:26 a.m. near Hogback Trail. The LAFD Ground and
Air Response with L.A. Park Rangers to an adult female hiker with an injured ankle on a remote section of

Hogback Trail west of Vista del Valle Drive in Griffith Park. An LAFD Rescue Helicopter lowered a Flight
Paramedic to medically assess and stabilize the patient, who was hoisted along with the LAFD Flight
Paramedic into the hovering helicopter for continuing in-flight care. The victim was taken to an area

hospital for further evaluation via direct air transport.
Canyon News

National News

988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
We can all help prevent suicide. The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people in

distress, prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, and best practices for professionals in
the United States.

988

Above & Beyond
 

 

Events

In Remembrance
Remembering Our Fallen Brothers & Sisters

ACTIVE DUTY
Firefighter I

Jacob I. Fuerte
Deceased: 4/15/2024
Appointed: 2/12/2024

Assignment: Drill Tower 81

Apparatus Operator
Fred R. Chovil

Deceased: 4/19/2024
Appointed: 2/3/1958
Assignment: FS 69
Retired: 2/6/1985

 
Firefighter III

Roberto S. Sanchez
Deceased: 4/15/2024
Appointed: 2/16/1975

Assignment: OCD
Retired: 7/5/2000

 
Engineer

David J. Breuer
Deceased: 4/6/2024

Appointed: 9/23/1957
Assignment: FS 50
Retired: 7/11/1988

Engineer
William J. Sneeringer

Deceased: 4/5/2024
Appointed: 5/19/1958

Assignment: FS 72
Retired: 11/1/1976

 
Firefighter III

Randall W. Brass
Deceased: 3/30/2024
Appointed: 4/13/1986

Assignment: MFC
Retired: 3/31/2016

 
Fireboat Pilot

Philip M. Jungferman
Deceased: 3/28/2024
Appointed: 9/22/1947

Assignment: FS 49
Retired: 6/1/1978

 
Firefighter III

Randall W. Brass
Deceased: 3/23/2024
Appointed: 8/23/1969

Assignment: FS 88
Retired: 4/20/2000

Captain
A. D. Brown Jr.

Deceased: 3/18/2024
Appointed: 4/1/1957

Assignment: FS 8
Retired: 7/8/1984

 
Engineer

Walter H. Engstrom, Jr.
Deceased: 3/11/2024
Appointed: 2/1/1955
Assignment: FS 92
Retired: 11/1/1976

 
Firefighter III

Lauren P. Derosier
Deceased: 2/14/2024
Appointed: 5/4/1980

Assignment: OCD
Retired: 8/31/2015

 
Engineer

William C. Stromberg
Deceased: 2/12/2024
Appointed: 6/27/1959

Assignment: FS 85
Retired: 5/16/1982

 
 

About UFLAC: Since 1918, UFLAC has been the labor organization of the proud men and women
that serve as firefighters and emergency medical responders protecting the City of Los Angeles.
The members of the Los Angeles Fire Department rely on UFLAC to focus on the wellbeing and
safety of those that protect the lives of others. For more information, visit www.uflac.org.
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