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Here’s the latest news impacting Los Angeles Firefighters…

 

Feature

Kelly and Líma reelected principal officers at the 57th IAFF
Convention

UFLAC Board Members traveled to Boston, Massachusetts for the 57th International Association of Fire
Fighters Convention, which brought together firefighters, rescue workers, and emergency medical

personnel from across the U.S. and Canada. The theme of the biennial convention, “Wherever the Fight
Is,” highlighted the union’s spirit and commitment to confronting challenges head-on. This important

event serves as a forum for members to elect Union leaders and vote on Resolutions and Amendments that
shape the future of the professional fire service and the IAFF. General President Edward Kelly was

reelected to serve the more than 350,000 members and UFLAC congratulates our own Past President Frank
Líma for being reelected as General Secretary-Treasurer by acclamation!

IAFF

UFLAC Mourns Passing of Past President Don R. Forrest
UFLAC is deeply saddened by the passing of Past-President Don R. Forrest on September 3, 2024 at 83

years old. Born and raised in Southern California, Don earned his Associate of Arts degree in Fire Science
from Valley College, his Bachelor of Arts degree in Education from USC, and his Master of Arts degree in

Psychology from USC. Don joined the LAFD on May 12, 1962, was promoted to Inspector in September of
1994, and served in the department until he retired on January 2, 2005. During his long career in the

LAFD, he continued to expand his educational background with graduate studies at UC Berkeley, UC San
Francisco, and UCLA with a focus on firefighter occupational safety and health and labor relations. Don

served as an elected Board Member of United Firefighters of Los Angeles City, IAFF Local 112 for 28 years,
including five years as President. UFLAC honors his service and dedication to our organization. He will be

greatly missed.
LAFRA

Two firefighters evaluated for heat exhaustion after flames
burn Reseda home

Two firefighters stepped away from a burning home in Reseda on Tuesday after the first day of the heat
wave brought temperatures just over 90 degrees. The fire started at about 1:50 p.m. inside a one-story
home along the 18900 block of Ingomar Street. The Los Angeles Fire Department said the house had

"excessive storage conditions," which made it difficult to enter the home and douse the flames from the
inside. Crews poured water onto the home from the outside while others tried to find another way into the

building. It took 90 firefighters 1 hour and 29 minutes to extinguish the flames. Paramedics treated two
firefighters for possible heat exhaustion.

CBSLA

At least 10 people displaced in South LA fire
At least 10 people were displaced following an early morning fire in South Los Angeles, the Los Angeles
Fire Department said. The blaze was reported sometime before 4 a.m. on the 200 block of E. Vernon

Avenue. There, flames ripped through a three-story wood-framed building that was under construction.
Since the flames spread to two nearby homes, its residents were forced out and have since been displaced.

The extent of damage done to those nearby homes was not disclosed. In addition to those homes, a
carport, some sheds and an ADU were also damaged.

NBC4/LAFD

Fire tears through vacant downtown LA building after
powerful explosions

Witnesses heard and felt powerful explosions before a fire at a downtown Los Angeles building Tuesday
that sent thick smoke over the Skid Row area. The fire and explosions were reported at about 2 p.m. in the

600 block of South Kohler Street. Firefighters protected an adjacent three-story apartment building from
the fire, which sent plumes of thick smoke over downtown LA and the Skid Row area. "Bystanders stated
there were explosions, describing it as multiple explosions… with balls of fire rising into the air," said LAFD
Capt. Erik Scott. Scott said the building was vacant, but there appeared to be pressurized cylinders inside.
It was not immediately clear for what the cylinders were being used. Firefighters on at least three ladder

trucks were spraying water on the building, the roof of which appeared to have collapsed.
NBC4

 

2023 LAFD Year In Review by United Firefighters of Los
Angeles City

UFLAC is proud to present the 11th Annual Los Angeles Fire Department Year in Review. Our mission is to
lead the way to protect and advocate for the health, safety, working conditions, wages and benefits of our
members and their families. This publication tells the story of our Firefighters and Paramedics in images

taken throughout 2023 when LAFD Crews responded to a record number of more than 509,000 emergency
calls for service. As an all-risk fire and rescue agency that serves more than four million people, the LAFD
is one of the busiest and most understaffed urban fire departments in the entire country, averaging more
than 1,350 calls per day. We are honored to help showcase the dedication and commitment demonstrated

by the men and women of the LAFD.
UFLAC

 

Fire Watch

Second arson fire devastates Los Angeles family-owned tire
shop

It was just after 3 a.m. Thursday when a massive fire tore through Vermont Tires. The intense flames and
thick black smoke swirling upward was made worse by the burning tires. When tires catch fire, they

release toxic pollutants into the air. This fire is under investigation for arson. The shop's owner, Mirca
Garcia, is exhausted. "My reaction to the fire was very heartbreaking to me. Seeing the tire shop in the

conditions today broke my heart," she told FOX 11 over the phone. This is the second fire for her family’s
business in just a few weeks. LAPD today confirmed the first fire was Arson. Two men were caught on
surveillance video. "They basically arrived at 5 a.m. on August 2," said Garcia. The video from that fire

shows two men on bicycles throwing what looked like a towel into the business and within seconds flames
erupted and spread.

Fox11/LAFD

Firefighters contain fire burning at South LA home before it
reaches church next door

Firefighters worked quickly to contain a fire that nearly spread to a South Los Angeles church on Saturday.
The blaze was reported a little before 4:10 p.m. at a home in the 500 block of E. 35th Street, according to
the Los Angeles Fire Department. Crews arrived to find a single-story house, located behind a two-story
house and next door to a church, showing heavy flames and smoke. With SkyCal overhead, it appeared
that the residence was called the "Trinity St. Gathering House." It took a little over 20 minutes before 46
firefighters were able to contain the blaze, preventing it from spreading to any of the nearby buildings.

CBSLA

Photo by Harry Garvin

Firefighters Battle Structure Fire in Vacant Building in Los
Angeles

Firefighters battled a structure fire that broke out in a vacant building in an industrial area of Los Angeles
Tuesday. Units were dispatched at around 7:40 a.m. Tuesday to 2060 E. Violet St., near the intersection of
S. Santa Fe Avenue, according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. “Firefighters took just 39 minutes in
defensive firefighting operations, to confine and extinguish flames within a vacant and boarded one-story

commercial building in a largely industrial area,” the department reported.
MyNewsLA

Firefighters put out blaze burning at South LA home
Firefighters quickly extinguished a fire that broke out at a South Los Angeles residence on Tuesday. It was

first reported at around 4:10 p.m. at a triplex home in the 400 block of E. 61st Street near Avalon
Boulevard, according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. SkyCal flew over the spot of the blaze, where a

crew of firefighters could be seen as they worked to extinguish the flames that burnt some foliage and
items outside of the home. At around 4:30 p.m., they reported that the blaze had been put out but not

before it crept into the front of the home. It was prevented from extending to the two-story portion of the
house, however.

CBSLA

Series of "suspicious" fires along 10 Freeway being
investigated as possible arson

Arson investigators are looking into a series of grass fires that broke out along the 10 Freeway in West
Adams early Sunday morning. Firefighters were sent to westbound lanes of the freeway near La Brea

Avenue at around 11:30 a.m. after learning of the fires, according to a statement from the Los Angeles
Fire Department. Upon arrival they found several small grass fires burning, all of which were put out within

35 minutes, firefighters said. No structures were ever threatened and no injuries were reported.
CBSLA

Fire breaks out inside Reseda home
Firefighters worked to stop a fire inside a Reseda home from spreading to neighboring houses on Monday.
The blaze started at about 5:40 p.m. in the 19300 block of W. Cantara Street, according to the Los Angeles
Fire Department. At least one neighbor got on his rough to douse his roof to prevent embers from sparking

another fire. LAFD appeared to get a handle on the fire at about 6 p.m.
CBSLA

LAFD Quickly Extinguishes Downtown LA Blaze, No Injuries
Reported

Flames that erupted at a Downtown LA structure were subdued by the Los Angeles Fire Department
Monday afternoon, officials said. The blaze, which started at around 4:15 PM at 755 S Kohler St, was

tackled by LAFD firefighters who managed to knock down the fire in approximately 46 minutes. The fire
was contained to the outside yard where it originated, according to an LAFD alert.

Hoodline

LAFD Extinguishes Reseda Apartment Complex Fire in Under
30 Minutes, Saving Residents and Properties

A significant firefighting effort subdued a blaze that took hold of an apartment complex in Reseda on
Monday. The Los Angeles Fire Department reported the fire started at approximately 3:28 p.m. at 18325 W
Vanowen St, manifesting as smoke rising from at least one unit of a two-story, large garden-style building.
The incident, referenced as INC#1230 by the LAFD, required the assistance of an additional task force to
address the emergency in the Valley Bureau's jurisdiction, specifically Council District 4, as per the LAFD
alert of the fire. It was aggressively attacked by 60 firefighters who managed to achieve a knockdown

within 29 minutes, a fire had erupted in one unit and extended into the hallway, filling it with heavy smoke.
Crews took action to protect occupants, directing those who were not in immediate danger to shelter in

place until it was safe to evacuate the building further efforts were made to evaluate one patient not from
the fire unit while firefighters conducted overhaul operations.

Hoodline

Firefighters Quell Bungalow Blaze in South Park, No Injuries
Reported Amidst Early Occupant Concerns

Last night, residents of South Park were alerted to a structure fire that began at approximately 9:15 PM at
4425 S Stanford Avenue. Firefighters from the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) were dispatched to the
scene, where they encountered a row of bungalows with "heavy fire showing from the front," according to
LAFD's initial report. The crews swiftly transitioned to an offensive mode in an attempt to quell the blaze.

Shortly after their arrival, at 9:31 PM, the situation escalated when the fire, originally concentrated outside,
extended into the attic of a single-family home. Amidst this, firefighters faced the additional challenge of

navigating through excessive storage conditions to access the fire. An occupant was reported to be
unaccounted for during the commotion, as detailed by the updated report from the LAFD, adding urgency
to the firefighting efforts. However, by 9:41 PM, a team of 34 firefighters achieved a significant milestone;

the LAFD announced a knockdown of the fire after 26 minutes of battling the flames.
Hoodline

LAFD Extinguishes Commercial Blaze in Palms with No
Injuries, Probing Cause of Fire

Firefighters responded to a structure fire in the Palms neighborhood on September 1st, extinguishing a
blaze that tore through a one-story commercial building. The Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD)

indicated that the fire was reported at 04:18 PM at the 3300 block of South Motor Avenue, according to an
LAFD alert. The building involved was a foam and fabric business, and crews were seen aggressively

attacking the flames in an offensive mode upon arrival. Displaying quick action and professionalism, the
LAFD mounted an aggressive interior attack, accompanied by simultaneous ventilation efforts on the roof,

with hose lines being fed into the heart of the fire. The crews, numbering 36 firefighters, successfully
achieved a knockdown of the fire at 04:41 PM, as per LAFD's follow-up report.

Hoodline

Los Angeles Firefighters Douse Boyle Heights Grass Fire as
LAPD Investigates Potential Arson

Residents of Boyle Heights witnessed a grass fire outbreak yesterday evening that was quickly subdued by
the Los Angeles Fire Department. The blaze started near 2510 E Chelsea St, along the north side of the 10

Freeway, just south of Soto Street. The fire was reported at 06:51 P.M., as indicated in an LAFD alert,
which initially estimated the affected area to be approximately one acre of vegetation. By 08:00 PM, the

LAFD had managed to effectively knock down the grass fire, thanks to the efforts of 20 skilled firefighters.
Hoodline

LAFD Quickly Contains Brush Fire Along NB 2 Freeway in Los
Angeles, No Homes Damaged

Yesterday afternoon, a brush fire ignited along the NB 2 Freeway, threatening homes atop a hill on
Wawona Street. The Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) responded with a Brush Fire response after an
automobile fire began burning into the nearby brush. Per updates from the LAFD alert, crews worked on

anchoring the fire at the freeway and stationed additional resources for structural defense. While
structures were at potential risk, officials initially did not issue any evacuation orders. As firefighters faced

the blaze, the Verdugo Fire Department joined the fight by dispatching a full response team to assist.
Despite the growing concern for residential areas located at the proximity of the blaze, the LAFD managed
to contain the situation rapidly. Forward progress of the fire was halted by 06:10 P.M., with the firefighting

teams holding the fire to less than one acre, according to an update from the LAFD.
Hoodline

Small brush fires burn along the 14 Freeway in Santa Clarita
Crews worked to put out three separate brush fires along the 14 Freeway in Santa Clarita early Wednesday

afternoon. Northbound lanes of the freeway were affected at Newhall Avenue, Placerita Canyon, and
Soledad Canyon roads. Firefighters from Los Angeles city and county and Angeles National Forest held the
fires to about 10 acres, according to Angeles National Forest officials. A Sigalert was issued around 11:20
a.m. for the 14 Freeway at Newhall Avenue, where two lanes are closed in addition to the Newhall Avenue
onramp. The Sigalert will be in effect for up to six hours, until 5:30 p.m. Temperatures in the area topped

100 degrees Wednesday.
CBSLA

Fire in Truck Spreads to Brush Near 5 Freeway in Sylmar Area
A fire in a big rig spread to about a quarter-acre of brush Wednesday near the northbound Golden State

(5) Freeway in the Sylmar area, but the flames were quickly extinguished and no one was hurt. Firefighters
were sent to the area near Roxford Street about 11:50 a.m., according to the Los Angeles Fire

Department. “Firefighters fully contained the brush fire and extinguished the big rig fire with no injuries
reported,” the LAFD said in a statement. “There were no structures damaged. Crews remain on scene

conducting mop up operations to ensure all hot spots are out.”
MyNewsLA

 

First Responder News

Firefighters rescue man from Los Feliz ditch after hours of
operation amid dangerous heat

After spending several hours outside amid an excessive heat warning, firefighters rescued a man who fell
into a trench in Los Feliz Thursday. The adult man, who officials said was conscious and alert, became
trapped inside the 8-foot ditch as he was stuck in soil up to his waist. "We are proud to say that the

patient has been rescued after an approximate six-hour delicate procedure and is now in the care of our
LAFD medical professionals," Cpt. Erik Scott with the Los Angeles City Fire Department announced on
social media. Officials were initially concerned that the man may suffer from crash injuries from the

pressure of being stuck in a compacted space. It’s not clear how the man fell into the trench, but he was
doing construction work at a hillside home, the Los Angeles Fire Department said. As the rescue operation
was underway, the temperature in the Los Feliz area reached well over 100 degrees, creating challenges

for crews who had to hike up the hillside with heavy equipment and protective gear.
NBCLA

LAPD police chase leads to massive crash in Chinatown; 5
hospitalized

A police chase ended with a massive crash with an innocent driver in Los Angeles' Chinatown
neighborhood Saturday evening. Reports of the chase came in just before 5 p.m. The Los Angeles Police
Department's Hollenbeck Division was chasing an allegedly armed driver. Minutes later, the chase was

over, after a crash at the intersection of Alameda Street and E. Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. SkyFOX got to the
scene just as the suspects were surrendering to police. The suspects' car was seen in the middle of the

road with heavy damage to the left side of the car. One of the tires was also completely blown off. Another
car involved in the crash had slammed into a wall on the opposite side of the intersection. Three suspects
got out of the car in the road, and lay on the ground. Officers then moved in to take those suspects into
custody, and fire crews rushed to the two vehicles. Two people were pulled out of the wreckage — one
from each car. According to the Los Angeles Fire Department, a total of five people were brought to the

hospital, in "fair-to-moderate" condition.
Fox11

7 people injured after crash involving Metro bus in Studio City
Several people were injured after a crash involving a Metro bus in Studio City Friday morning. The crash
was reported around 4:30 a.m. on Lankershim Boulevard near the 101 Freeway, according to the Los

Angeles Fire Department. In a statement, Metro said the bus struck a pole but did not provide information
about what caused the crash. Video from the scene showed significant damage to the front portion of the

bus and shattered glass on the sidewalk. At least seven people were injured. Six were taken to the hospital
with non-life threatening injuries and one declined transport, LAFD officials said.

ABC7

Two Critically Injured in Westlake Collision, LAFD Performs
Extrication

A two-vehicle collision in Westlake yesterday afternoon resulted in critical injuries and entrapment,
according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. At 1:56 P.M., emergency units responded to the incident at

1425 W 8th St where they found a total of three patients; one individual was trapped inside a vehicle,
requiring firefighters to perform an extrication, and another person was ejected during the collision, as

reported on the LAFD website. An update from the LAFD posted at 2:14 P.M., indicated that an
approximately 28-year-old female was extracted from one of the vehicles and she was transported to a
local hospital in critical condition. An approximately 32-year-old female was also taken to the hospital in

serious condition.
Hoodline

Car crashes into Eagle Rock home, mom, child hit
Three people, including a five-year-old and their mother, were hospitalized after a car crashed into an

Eagle Rock home. The child and their mother were watching TV Saturday morning when the car came into
their living room.

Fox11

Man Killed at Construction Site in Bel Air Identified
A man fatally injured Tuesday while working near heavy machinery at a residential construction site in Bel

Air was identified Wednesday. The victim was identified as 42-year-old Walter Lopez Gonzalez of Los
Angeles, according to the Los Angeles County Department of Medical Examiner. Crews were dispatched
around 10:10 a.m. Tuesday to the hillside work site at 10663 W. Chalon Road near the intersection of
Lausanne Road, according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. “Despite the quick response of LAFD

crews, his injuries proved fatal,” according to the LAFD.
MyNewsLA

LAFD Tree Trimmer Rescue
Firefighters conducted a carefully coordinated operation, using a combination of aerial ladder and rope

system to quickly get a firefighter to the patient, secure him and safely lower him and the rescuer to the
ground. The patient is a 26yo male with no injuries, declining LAFD transport.

Traffic News LA

Dramatic Rescue Follows Two-Vehicle Collision in Sylmar,
LAFD Frees Trapped Driver, Two Hospitalized

Early this morning, a two-vehicle collision in Sylmar led to a dramatic rescue by the Los Angeles Fire
Department. At 08:41 AM, firefighters responded to a reported trapped vehicle at 16450 W Foothill Bl.

Upon arrival, they discovered one person trapped inside one of the vehicles. The Los Angeles Fire
Department alert stated that the fire crews immediately began auto extrication procedures to free the

individual. An update provided at 09:05 AM described a successful extrication of an adult male whose legs
were trapped in the rolled vehicle.

Hoodline

Man Trapped Under Vehicle Rescued in Westlake
A man who became trapped under a vehicle near downtown Los Angeles was extricated near Sunday.

Using heavy rescue rigging, firefighters were able to secure the vehicle on 658 S. Bixel St., near Wilshire
Boulevard, in the Westlake District around 7 p.m. Sunday, according to Margaret Stewart of the Los

Angeles Fire Department. It was unclear how the man became trapped. The man was described as alert
and responsive to the crews that rescued him, Stewart added. He was set to be transported to a hospital

for further treatment.
MyNewsLA

3 hospitalized after multi-vehicle crash closes several lanes on
SB 405 Fwy near Bel Air

Three people were hospitalized Saturday night after a multi-vehicle crash on the 405 Freeway that
prompted the closure of several southbound lanes, resulting in a massive traffic backup. The four-vehicle

collision was reported at 9:30 p.m. near Mulholland Drive, according to the Los Angeles Fire Department. A
man and a woman were taken to the hospital by paramedic ambulance, and a woman was transported

with injuries that were not life-threatening, the Fire Department said in a statement. A boy "is being signed
out on scene and will not be transported," the news release said.

ABC7

3 women hospitalized in Northridge crash
Three women were hospitalized following a multi-car collision in Northridge Monday morning, fire officials
said. The crash occurred just before 8:20 a.m. Monday in the 19700 block of Parthenia Street. An official
with the Los Angeles Fire Department said two patients were pulled from their vehicles. They added three
women – ages 20, 24, and 50 – were taken to an area hospital. A fourth patient, identified as a 33-year-
old man, declined transport. The victims' conditions were unknown and the cause of the crash was under

investigation.
Fox11

Airport hotel workers sickened by ‘chemical irritant’
A hotel housekeeper fell ill after being exposed to a chemical irritant in a guest’s room Thursday morning.
The housekeeper, only identified as a woman, entered a room on the fifth floor of the Westin Los Angeles

Airport hotel, 5400 W. Century Blvd., shortly before 9 a.m., the Los Angeles Fire Department said in a
news release. Inside the unoccupied room, the housekeeper found a 16-ounce water bottle and the

bathtub full of “a yet to be identified or described liquid,” fire officials said.
KTLA5

Chemical Spill Under Investigation in Hollywood
The Los Angeles Fire Department reported a chemical spill that transpired on Saturday, August 24. The
incident was reported at 5 p.m. at 5900 W Hollywood Bl. A three-story building (restaurant on 1st floor,

self-storage business above) with one (locked) unit off gassing an odor detectable by a gas monitor
(confirmed by SoCal Gas). There was no fire and there are no injuries reported. Firefighters evacuated the

building and the restaurant below (in an abundance of caution) and secured the building from
unauthorized entry. LAFD Hazardous Materials specialists determined the exact source and mitigate any
hazard. The 9-1-1 call was received at 4:17 p.m. The odor was detectable with gas monitor appearing to

come from a storage unit. By 5:40 p.m., officials reported the odor was identified as coming from a
cleaning product and poses no hazard.

Canyon News

LAFD Swiftly Rescues Injured Female Hiker in Tujunga's
Rugged Terrain

In a recent incident within the rugged terrain of Haines Canyon Ave, a call for help was sent out and
promptly answered. The Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) has reported a successful hoist operation

conducted just before noon, aimed at rescuing an injured adult female hiker on the outskirts of Tujunga.
According to a statement from the LAFD's official alert, the emergency call dropped at 10:57 AM, and by
11:25 AM, Air Operations were underway to secure and transport the hiker to safety. This swift response

marks yet another example of the critical role that first responders play in our community.
Hoodline

State News
Two fires, fueled by heat and dry winds, inch toward

communities in Sierra and Fresno counties
While much of California endures a scorching heat wave, fires burning in the Tahoe and Fresno areas

forced residents to flee their homes as firefighters battled the blazes in searing heat and rough terrain.
Three firefighters suffered minor injuries battling the Fresno County blaze, but no civilians were injured in
either fire as of Wednesday. In Sierra County, flames from the Bear fire were inching toward the Sierra
Nevada communities of Sierra Brooks and Loyalton, the U.S. Forest Service at the Tahoe National Forest

said Wednesday morning, with the fire fueled by strong winds and dry vegetation.
LA Times

National News

988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
May is Mental Health Awareness Month, a national observance started in 1949 to bring attention to the
importance of mental wellbeing. We can all help prevent suicide. The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and

confidential support for people in distress, prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, and
best practices for professionals in the United States.

988

Community
Teenager wants to be an LAFD firefighter and she’s well on

her way
As a pre-teen in Encino, Grace Boaziz found a mentor who acted as her big sister and unofficial career
counselor and became her source of inspiration. Now 18, Boaziz is a graduate of Lake Balboa College
Preparatory Magnet K-12 in Van Nuys who participates in the Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of Los

Angeles mentorship program and is a cadet in the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) — a key step in her
dream to become a firefighter for LAFD. As an LAFD cadet, Boaziz has been encouraged to choose the

path that is best for her. She decided on the nursing program at Los Angeles Valley College with hopes of
landing an emergency technician (EMT) slot with LAFD and eventually becoming an LAFD

paramedic/firefighter.
Daily Breeze

Above & Beyond

Photo courtesy of the LAFD

UCLA Paramedic Graduation Class 76
On Saturday, August 24, 2024 we celebrated the graduation of seven LAFD Firefighters UCLA Paramedic
School, Class 76. We are very proud of these members for completing this intense 7-month program with

over 1200 hours of education and training. Over 85% of the emergency responses Los Angeles Fire
Department responds to are medical emergencies. LAFD strives to train more and more members to a
higher level of emergency medicine with the help of UCLA Center for Prehospital Care, in an effort to

provide the best service to our residents of Los Angeles.
LAFD

 
 

In Remembrance
Remembering Our Fallen Brothers & Sisters

Fire Inspector I
Don R. Forrest

Deceased: 9/3/2024
Appointed: 5/12/1962

Assignment: UFLAC, Planning
Retired: 1/2/2005

 
Fire Inspector II

Michael D. Wharton
Deceased: 9/3/2024

Appointed: 2/20/1960
Assignment: Valley Industrial Unit

Retired: 3/17/1985
 

Firefighter III
Gilbert J. Espinoza
Deceased: 9/1/2024

Appointed: 8/10/1980
Assignment: Acct-A
Retired: 8/16/2007

 
Captain I

Doyle R. Ferguson
Deceased: 8/17/2024
Appointed: 2/4/1961
Assignment: FS 101
Retired: 2/16/1986

Engineer
Charles C. Murray
Deceased: 8/8/2024

Appointed: 4/1/1957z
Assignment: FS 74
Retired: 8/16/1987

 
Engineer

Richard E. Lee
Deceased: 8/6/2024

Appointed: 1/29/1978
Assignment: FS 93
Retired: 4/1/2008

 
ACTIVE DUTY
Firefighter III
Justin A. Curtis

Deceased: 7/27/2024
Appointed: 2/19/2002

Assignment: FS 18
 

Engineer
John S. Chatman Jr.
Deceased: 8/1/2024
Appointed: 1/1/1976
Assignment: FS 21
Retired: 6/30/2012

Firefighter III
Roy E. Hoppert

Deceased: 7/17/2024
Appointed: 2/9/1963
Assignment: FS 23
Retired: 2/21/1983

 
Captain

Gerald D. Allingham
Deceased: 7/15/2024
Appointed: 5/12/1962

Assignment: FS 48
Retired: 3/12/1989

 
Battalion Chief

Kenneth M. Brass
Deceased: 7/11/2024
Appointed: 9/23/1957

Assignment: Battalion 4
Retired: 7/28/1985

 
Apparatus Operator
Richard B. Matthews

Deceased: 7/6/2024
Appointed: 4/20/1963

Assignment: FS 80
Retired: 6/28/1992

 
UFLAC’s 2023 LAFD Year In Review
UFLAC is proud to present the 2023 Los
Angeles Fire Department Year in Review.
UFLAC’s mission is to lead the way to
protect and advocate for the health,
safety, working conditions, wages and
benefits of our members and their
families. This publication tells the story
of our dedicated First Responders who
continued to protect lives and property
in Los Angeles while risking their own
safety during another extraordinary year.
In 2021, our Firefighters and Paramedics
responded to more than 475,000
emergency calls for service throughout
Los Angeles - an average of 1,300 calls
per day.

 
As an all-risk fire and rescue agency serving more than four million people, the LAFD is one of
the busiest and most understaffed big city fire departments in the entire country. UFLAC is
honored to help showcase the dedication and commitment demonstrated by the men and women
of the LAFD. Click HERE to view the publication.

 
About UFLAC: Since 1918, UFLAC has been the labor organization of the proud men and women
that serve as firefighters and emergency medical responders protecting the City of Los Angeles.
The members of the Los Angeles Fire Department rely on UFLAC to focus on the wellbeing and
safety of those that protect the lives of others. For more information, visit www.uflac.org.
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