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Here’s the latest news impacting Los Angeles Firefighters…

 

Feature
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9/11 Remembrance Ceremony
A 23-ton nearly 22-foot tall steel column at the Los Angeles Fire Department training center, once part of
the lobby structure from the World Trade Center in New York, served as a fitting backdrop for Los Angeles
civic and community leaders and special guests, who gathered with friends of the LAFD on September 11,

2024 for the annual Remembrance Ceremony.
LAFD/Live Stream

LA Dodgers Honor LAFD Members on 9/11
To commemorate 9/11, the Los Angeles Dodgers honored six LAFD members who responded to the Twin
Towers as a part of Urban Search and Rescue CA-Task Force 1. They were on the pile and in the stations,

running calls for the FDNY, honored and humbled to work alongside fellow firefighters in a time of
unimaginable grief.

We Salute:
Captain Tommy Kitahata

Captain Frank Lima
Engineer (Chaplain) George Negrete, Retired

Captain Christopher Cooper, Retired
Captain Scott Quinlin, Retired

Apparatus Operator Brian LaBrie
LAFD

Massive fire destroys apartment building in Chinatown, flames
spread to adjacent structure

Six people were injured after a massive fire broke out early Friday at an apartment building in Chinatown
and spread to a nearby structure, the Los Angeles Fire Department said. The fire erupted shortly after 4
a.m. at a three-story building in the 800 block of North Bunker Hill Avenue, officials said. The fire was

believed to have started by homeless encampments. "There have been several fires at this structure here.
And they come out and they put it out, the police chase the homeless out, but they keep coming back. So

this time, they set it good," said resident Ken Ferris. Video from AIR7 showed dramatic flames spewing
from the upper floors of an adjacent building and through the roof after the fire engulfed the original
building. With over 130 firefighters at the scene, the fire was extinguished shortly before 5:30 a.m.

ABC7/LAFD

City officials ignored neighbors’ warnings in Chinatown. Then
fire erupts at abandoned construction site

Neighbors say their fears came true after a fire in a large apartment building in the Chinatown
neighborhood early Friday left six people injured, including two firefighters, and temporarily displaced

dozens of families. At 3:43 a.m. Friday, the Los Angeles Fire Department responded to a fire that started at
a construction site on Bunker Hill Avenue and that then jumped to a nearby three-story apartment

building, according to a news alert. More than 130 firefighters went to the scene, extinguishing the fire in
an hour and a half. The cause of the fire is still under investigation. An estimated 70 people have been

displaced from the apartment building while the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety evaluates
the residence to determine which units are safe to reoccupy.

LA Times

5, including 4 LAFD firefighters, hurt after car fire shoots out
'fireball'

Five people, including four firefighters, were hurt and burned Saturday when a car fire in Shadow Hills shot
out a "fireball." The Los Angeles Fire Department was called out to the intersection of Sunland Boulevard

and Wheatland Avenue around 3:30 p.m. Saturday, for reports of a car on fire. Shortly after firefighters got
to the scene, the department said a "fireball" erupted from the car, burning at least three firefighters and
another man LAFD said was "associated with" the car. Images from SkyFOX over the aftermath showed

the ruined car, with much of its contents on the ground nearby. The LAFD described the vehicle as having
"excessive personal storage." Three firefighters were transported to a burn center after putting the fire
out. A fourth firefighter originally reported that he wasn't injured by the "fireball," but ended up being

taken to the same burn center for examination. The fifth person suffered burns on his arm and leg, and his
facial hair was singed, according to the department. An LAFD ambulance took him to a hospital in "fair"

condition.
Fox11
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LAFD Welcomes Graduates of Recruit Training Academy Class
2023-5

The Los Angeles Fire Department's Recruit Training Academy Class 23-5 celebrated their graduation on
September 6, 2024, as they became proud probationary members of the LAFD. Friends and family of the

52 graduates were joined by City of Los Angeles Fire Chief Kristin Crowley and civic and community
leaders, in congratulating and welcoming these newest members of the Department in a ritual filled

ceremony at the Orpheum Theatre.
LAFD

 

2023 LAFD Year In Review by United Firefighters of Los
Angeles City

UFLAC is proud to present the 11th Annual Los Angeles Fire Department Year in Review. Our mission is to
lead the way to protect and advocate for the health, safety, working conditions, wages and benefits of our
members and their families. This publication tells the story of our Firefighters and Paramedics in images

taken throughout 2023 when LAFD Crews responded to a record number of more than 509,000 emergency
calls for service. As an all-risk fire and rescue agency that serves more than four million people, the LAFD
is one of the busiest and most understaffed urban fire departments in the entire country, averaging more
than 1,350 calls per day. We are honored to help showcase the dedication and commitment demonstrated

by the men and women of the LAFD.
UFLAC
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‘Multiple explosions’ occur as auto repair shop fire burns
cars during heatwave

An auto repair shop in the San Fernando Valley was up in flames on Saturday, resulting in explosions and
burned vehicles, according to authorities. The Los Angeles Fire Department confirmed the blaze Saturday

afternoon. It was reported just before noon at 16816 W Saticoy Street in Lake Balboa. The shop was
identified as New Century Auto Body & Paint. The shop, a 70-year-old one-story structure, and several
vehicles were burned as a result. Authorities said that multiple explosions occurred inside the shop as

firefighters arrived, likely related to vehicles or equipment inside. No injuries were reported. According to
LAFD, the blaze was difficult for crews as they battled 108 degree temperatures. The 3,544 square foot

building was consumed in the fire, per officials. It took crews 63 minutes to knock it down.
KTLA5

Fatal Recreational Vehicle Fire Claims a Life in LA's Valley
Glen, Authorities Investigating

A fatal incident unfolded in the Valley Glen neighborhood on September 5, when the Los Angeles Fire
Department responded to a vehicle fire at around 5:30 pm at 7463 N Varna Avenue, which resulted in one

casualty. According to the LAFD alert, the body of an individual, whose age and gender remain
undetermined, was found inside the remnants of a recreational vehicle that had been consumed by fire.

The first engine on the scene managed to quickly extinguish the flames; despite their efforts, no survivors
emerged from the wreckage, and no other injuries have been reported at this time, as per the LAFD.

Information about the incident is being coordinated between the Los Angeles Police Department, under
Incident #3932.

Hoodline

Swift Action by LAFD Extinguishes Laundromat Blaze on West
Adams Blvd, One Firefighter Injured

Firefighters from the Los Angeles Fire Department were called to a structure fire at a one-story commercial
row, which included a laundromat, on West Adams Boulevard yesterday. According to the LAFD alert, the
incident, designated as INC#0949, began at approximately 1:40 p.m., with flames visibly tearing through
the roof upon their arrival. In a coordinated response, the LAFD crews engaged in what is known as an

“offensive mode” to combat the blaze. The fire had consumed parts of the laundromat's attic and rapidly
spread. Firefighters were able to contain and knock down the flames in a strikingly short span. The official
knockdown announcement came just 17 minutes after the response began. While actively battling the fire,
one firefighter suffered non-life-threatening burns and, continuing to prioritize their safety, was transported

to a local hospital.
Hoodline

Garbage truck fire forces nearby Sun Valley residents to
evacuate

Police evacuated some Sun Valley residents while firefighters tried extinguishing a fire inside a garbage
truck on Monday. It started at about noon near 8440 block N. Laurel Canyon Boulevard. When firefighters
arrived, they found the natural gas-powered trash truck engulfed in flames. The fire threatened a nearby

residential structure. As a precaution, the Los Angeles Police Department evacuated about 21 homes inside
a 300-foot safety perimeter. Firefighters allowed all but two households to return to their residences when

crews reduced the fire to a smolder. They say no one was injured.
CBSLA

Los Angeles Firefighters Tackle Major Blaze at Canoga Park
Auto Body Shop, No Injuries Reported

The Los Angeles Fire Department responded to a significant structure fire early this morning at an auto
body shop located at 21521 W Gault St in Canoga Park. According to an LAFD alert, the fire was first

reported at 01:51 AM. Fire crews were met with heavy flames coming from a row of commercial buildings
and quickly transitioned to a defensive mode to combat the blaze, calling for additional resources and

escalating the situation to a Greater Alarm status. The involved structure was later identified more
specifically as a five-bay auto body shop measuring approximately 75 feet by 250 feet. The updated report
from the LAFD, issued at 02:34 AM, mentioned that "there was heavy fire in all five bays" but firefighters
were "making good progress" in controlling the fire. It was also noted that, fortunately, no injuries had
been reported, and no further assistance was expected to be necessary. Diligent efforts by responding

firefighters resulted in the knockdown of the structure fire in approximately one hour. A total of 82
firefighters were involved in the operation, as stated in the LAFD knockdown notification.

Hoodline

Woman Rushed to Hospital from Apartment Fire in South LA
A 70-year-old woman was injured Saturday in a greater fire alarm fire at a two-story apartment building in

South Los Angeles, authorities said. Firefighters were sent to 808 W. 68th St., just east of Vermont
Avenue, at 12:19 p.m. Saturday and had the blaze out within 28 minutes, the Los Angeles Fire Department
reported. The fire damaged one unit on the first floor of the two-story, 16-unit structure. The 70-year-old
victim was rushed to a hospital, where her condition was not immediately available. A 73-year-old man at
the location declined medical treatment. Firefighters rescued four dogs from the home, the department

said.
Los Angeles Patch

Los Angeles Firefighters Achieve Knockdown of Hollywood
Commercial Building Blaze in Over an Hour

Los Angeles firefighters were dispatched to a structure fire in Hollywood on September 13th, which
engulfed a commercial building on West Santa Monica Boulevard, according to LAFD Alert. The fire,

reported at 7:26 PM at 6110 W Santa Monica Bl, initially showed moderate smoke as Fire Station 27 and
other units were called to the scene responding in the offensive mode. An update provided by the LAFD
indicated that firefighters faced entry challenges, which delayed the attack on the fire, the commercial
building described as an L-shaped auto body repair shop was tackled by firefighters who made several

holes in the roof to vent and then commenced interior attack with water, the update was released at 8:20
PM indicating that difficulty making entry because the nature of the building layout delayed initial

firefighting efforts. The LAFD achieved a knockdown of the fire by 8:48 PM as detailed in a later report,
stating "38 firefighters extinguished the fire in one hour and 22 minutes."

Hoodline

Photo courtesy of OnScene.TV

West Adams Strip Mall Fire Contained
Los Angeles Fire Department personnel battled heavy flames at a three-story strip mall that contained
three commercial buildings before extinguishing them Tuesday in the West Adams neighborhood. Fire

crews were called at 2:09 a.m. to 2601 S. La Brea Ave. near West Adams Boulevard, where they found a
check cashing store, a sandwich shop, a wireless services store and the attic of the one-story strip mall
engulfed in flames, said LAFD spokesman Brian Humphrey. It took 50 firefighters 52 minutes to knock

down the flames.
MyNewsLA

Downtown Los Angeles Fire Quelled by 83 Firefighters in
Under 40 Minutes, No Injuries Reported

A blaze erupted within a downtown Los Angeles industrial building yesterday, with the Los Angeles Fire
Department swiftly responding to the conflagration. The fire, which took place at 1213 E Industrial St, was
successfully extinguished by 83 firefighters in a defensive operation lasting just 38 minutes, as reported by

the LAFD. Upon their arrival, crews were greeted with heavy flames engulfing a 30' x 50' single-story
building. Despite the intensity of the fire, firefighters managed to quickly bring the situation under control.

Hoodline

Firefighters Quell Blaze at Tool Supply Store in Boyle Heights,
No Injuries Reported

A one-story commercial building in Boyle Heights was engulfed in heavy smoke on the evening of
September 10th, according to the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD). The incident, documented as

INC#1632, occurred at the address 1157 S Lorena St. Initial reports from LAFD, made available via their
website, described the structure as a liquor store. However, the subsequent LAFD statement corrected the

nature of the establishment to be a tool supply store, clarifying that firefighters had engaged in an
aggressive and coordinated attack to manage the blaze. "Firefighters responded to a one-story commercial

building (tool supply) with heavy smoke showing," the LAFD noted. The firefighting teams successfully
executed vertical ventilation and extinguished the flames in approximately 38 minutes, as documented in a

follow-up alert. The fire was kept within the confines of the unit of origin, sparing the adjacent cabinet
shop from the destruction.

Hoodline

Greater Alarm Fire Damages Home in Reseda
A greater alarm fire Saturday damaged a combination one- and two-story home in Reseda, authorities

said. A 70-year-old woman was medically assessed at the location for minor complaints and released at the
scene, the Los Angeles Fire Department reported. Firefighters dispatched at 12:19 p.m. to 6666 N. Baird

Ave. had the blaze out within 34 minutes.
MyNewsLA

Los Angeles Firefighters Quickly Contain Brush Fire in Studio
City, Protecting Local Businesses

Firefighters in Studio City made quick work of a brush fire that started on Sunday near the Hollywood
Freeway. According to the Los Angeles Fire Department, crews were dispatched at approximately 1:00
P.M. to 4222 N Vineland Av. The fire was reported to have consumed about one-half an acre of brush

between a parking lot and the freeway. Firefighters endeavored to quickly establish hose lines around both
flanks of the fire to effectively apply water to the area. The response involved a significant deployment of
LAFD personnel and equipment—including helicopters and tactical support—to contain the fire. A total of 49
firefighters converged on the scene, working diligently to stop all forward progress of the blaze in just 22

minutes.
Hoodline
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Los Angeles Firefighters Quickly Contain Sepulveda Basin
Brush Fire; No Injuries Reported

Los Angeles firefighters on Tuesday rapidly contained a brush fire that ignited near Victory Blvd & Balboa
Blvd in the Sepulveda Basin. The blaze, which consumed about 2 acres of grass and brush, was reported
by the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) at approximately 12:31 PM on September 10th, according to

an initial alert from the department. Winds in the area were roughly 7 mph, contributing to the fire's
spread. The firefighting response was significant, with seventy-three firefighters arriving on the scene to
battle the blaze. In just under an hour and a half, crews managed to halt the forward advance of the fire

at approximately 5 acres, as reported in a follow-up notification by LAFD. The quick action of the
responders ensured that there were, no reported injuries or structural damages as a result of the incident.

Hoodline

Los Angeles Firefighters Successfully Quell Reseda Mobile
Home Inferno Without Injuries

On the afternoon of September 10th, firefighters from the Los Angeles Fire Department responded to a
blaze in Reseda, where a one-story mobile home was reported to be heavily involved in flames. According

to an LAFD alert, the incident occurred at 6545 N Wilbur Avenue. The preliminary reports indicated a
significant fire upon arrival. The response, comprised of a robust contingent of 38 firefighters, went into
immediate action attempting to quell the fire's voracious appetite. In a mere 33 minutes, the crews, with

their hoses draped around the neighboring buildings as a protective embrace, achieved a knockdown.
Hoodline
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LAFD Swiftly Contains Chatsworth Brush Fire in Under an
Hour, No Injuries Reported

Earlier today, a brush fire erupted near 22340 W Germain St., in Chatsworth, as reported by the Los
Angeles Fire Department (LAFD). The incident, logged as INC#0764, was first noted at 10:27 a.m.,

burning an estimated half-acre of light-to-medium brush. Fanned by light winds, the blaze moved uphill,
triggering a response from local fire services. According to the LAFD, multiple stations including FS 96 and
Batt 15 from the Valley Bureau were called to the scene. With the efforts of LAFD visibly twinkling under
the midday sun, joined by Park Rangers and neighboring fire departments from LA County and Ventura

County, the fire's potential wrath was quickly contained. By 11:14 a.m., it was reported by the LAFD that
the joint firefighting team held the blaze to approximately 3 acres.

Hoodline

LAFD Puts out Fire at Vacant North Hollywood Structure
Firefighters put out flames that fully engulfed a single-story house in North Hollywood Saturday and kept

them from spreading to an adjacent automotive repair firm. The fire was reported at 7:03 p.m. Saturday in
a vacant and boarded-up house at 6743 Irvine Ave., east of Lankershim Boulevard and south of West

Vanowen Street, said Los Angeles Fire Department spokesman Brian Humphrey. Firefighters put out the
flames in under 20 minutes and kept the fire from spreading to the adjacent combination one-and-two-

story building, Humphrey said.
MyNewsLA

Los Angeles Firefighters Prevent North Hills Home from
Igniting Amid Freeway Side Vegetation Fire

Los Angeles firefighters battled a vegetation fire yesterday that erupted along the side of the 405 Freeway
in North Hills, which quickly spread and threatened nearby homes. According to a statement from the Los
Angeles Fire Department, the incident, labeled INC#1174, was initially reported as a rubbish fire before it
expanded to the vegetation, moving toward a one-story single-family house on Orion Ave. The fire, posing

immediate danger to residential structures, prompted a rapid and tactical response from the LAFD.
"Firefighters coordinated a swift attack on the burning vegetation, and narrowly spared the home from

becoming involved in the fire," the department's alert detailed. The Northbound Nordhoff on-ramp to the
freeway was closed for clean-up operations, as crews worked to uncover, and extinguish the remaining hot

spots in the area.
Hoodline

Los Angeles Fire Department Successfully Contains Woodland
Hills Structure Fire, Averts Wildfire Risk

Early this morning, a brush fire ignited at a two-story vacant single-family dwelling in Woodland Hills, as
reported by a Los Angeles Fire Department alert. The incident, logged as INC#0261, started at around

6:19 AM near the 22000 block of W Mulholland Drive, with firefighters rushing to the scene amid concerns
that nearby brush and trees were at risk of catching fire. The blaze initially presented a threat to the

Woodland Hills area, bringing additional resources to the scene to counteract the spread of flames, upon
arriving, the Los Angeles Fire Department teams found heavy fire engulfing the unoccupied structure, this
prompted a strategic approach to protect the surrounding vegetation with fears of a larger scale wildfire

being probable should the fire reach the exposed brush.
Hoodline

Los Angeles Firefighting Crews Extinguish Watts Duplex Blaze
in 17 Minutes, No Human Injuries, Dogs Rescued

Firefighters responded to a blaze at a two-story duplex this morning in Watts, putting it out in a swift
operation that lasted 17 minutes. At approximately 9:42 AM, the Los Angeles Fire Department was

dispatched to 1531 E 92nd St, where they encountered fire and smoke billowing from the first floor of the
residence. Crews, taking an offensive stance against the flames, were supported on scene by one LACoFD
engine and a squad, according to an LAFD alert. LAFD's alert noted there were no injuries reported among
humans. Running into the burning structure, firefighters located three dogs, providing medical assistance

as their conditions remained uncertain. A total of 30 firefighters worked in coordination to achieve a
knockdown of the fire by 9:58 AM, as detailed by the department.

Hoodline

Los Angeles Fire Department Extinguishes Westlake
Apartment Blaze in 13 Minutes, No Injuries Reported

A fire erupted in a three-story garden-style apartment building on Westlake Avenue yesterday afternoon,
prompting a swift response from the Los Angeles Fire Department. The blaze, which was reported at 2:06
PM at 830 S Westlake Av, was contained to one third-floor unit by the LAFD. According to a release from

the department, the fire was attacked by fire fighting personnel including Battalion Chiefs, engine and
truck companies, and a rescue ambulance team. In a display of rapid and efficient teamwork, the LAFD
reported a "knockdown" of the fire in just 13 minutes, with 20 firefighters managing to access, confine,

and fully extinguish the blaze.
Hoodline

 

First Responder News

Violent 2-car crash in Southern California leaves 3 hospitalized
At least three people were rushed to the hospital after a violent two-car crash in North Hollywood Sunday
evening. Medical personnel with the Los Angeles Fire Department responded to reports of the crash in the
11200 block of Oxnard Street, between Lankershim Boulevard and Vineland Avenue at around 6:45 p.m. It
is unclear exactly how the crash occurred, but fire officials said one of the three victims was briefly trapped
in their vehicle before firefighters were able to rescue them. Two of the victims were taken to the hospital

in critical condition and another in serious condition, LAFD said in a news release. 
KTLA5

Aircraft emergency lands on 110 Freeway in South LA
The California Highway Patrol shut down the southbound lanes of the 110 Freeway near Century Blvd after
a helicopter had an emergency landing. Multiple agencies were on the scene as the helicopter was stalled

on the southbound 110 Freeway, north of the 105 Freeway in South Los Angeles. The helicopter had
mechanical issues and was forced to land, according to CHP. The party inside the aircraft made the call at

8:24 p.m.
NBC4

Hikers Rescued in Will Rogers State Park
On Sunday, September 8, the Los Angeles Fire Department reported they rescued a hiker in Will Rogers

State Park. The incident was reported at 1:18 p.m. at 20825 Entrada Road. Firefighters located two hikers
in a remote area of Will Rodgers State Park. One hiker was experiencing heat-related illness symptoms, but
declined hospital transport after being evaluated by paramedics. LAFD Air Operations hoisted both hikers

into the rescue helicopter and brought them to a nearby landing zone to get them safely back to their
vehicle. They were re-evaluated one more time after the short flight.

Canyon News

Injured Hiker Rescued from Remote Tujunga Trail by LAFD in
Coordinated Air and Ground Operation

A 34-year-old female hiker has been rescued after sustaining a significant ankle injury on a remote stretch
of the Graveyard Truck Trail in Tujunga, as reported by the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD). The

incident required both ground and air emergency services after it occurred yesterday morning. The hiker
was navigating an eastward section of the trail near Big Tujunga Canyon Road when the injury took place.
According to a press release from the LAFD, the department dispatched helicopters and a Flight Paramedic
to assess and stabilize the injured woman. The aerial team executed a hoist maneuver to safely evacuate

the hiker.
Hoodline

Earthquake Strikes Near Malibu; No Damage, Injuries
Reported

A magnitude-4.7 earthquake centered near Malibu rattled a large swath of the Southland Thursday, but
there were no immediate reports of damage or injuries. The earthquake struck at 7:28 a.m., centered 3.5

miles northwest of Malibu and 4.9 miles southwest of Agoura Hills, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.
It was about 6.5 miles deep. The earthquake was felt across a wide area, including Burbank, Santa Clarita,

Long Beach, Torrance and Anaheim. “Pursuant to protocol, the Los Angeles Fire Department is now in
earthquake mode, as personnel from all 106 neighborhood fire stations conduct a strategic survey by land,

air and sea of their districts, examining critical infrastructure and areas of local concern across our 470-
square-mile city of Los Angeles jurisdiction,” the LAFD said in a statement shortly after the temblor.

MyNewsLA

State News

Bridge Fire grows to 54,600 acres. See updates on 3 major
Southern California wildfires

Firefighters are still battling three major fires that continue affecting several SoCal counties on Monday.
The fires sparked during a week of triple-digit heat. But as temperatures start to cool down, firefighters are

working with more favorable conditions. Last week, Gov. Gavin Newsom visited Southern California and
declared a state of emergency for San Bernardino, Los Angeles, Riverside and Orange counties. Thousands

of fire personnel continue working to control and extinguish the flames that have left homes and other
structures damaged and displaced thousands of residents.

NBC4

Hot, dirty, dangerous: Aerial firefighting is a labor of love
Diving toward a burning hillside in his first season flying an air tanker for the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection, Jeff Reynolds realized he was doing just about everything his early flight
instructors warned him not to. With the airplane’s hollow wings full of fuel and the belly full of fire

retardant, he was “flying heavy” in hot, thin air. He was also going low and slow, simultaneously reducing
the plane’s maneuverability while giving himself a razor-thin margin for error. And he was deliberately

diving into smoke so thick he couldn’t see other aircraft or the terrain around him. It all added up to “a
disaster waiting to happen,” Reynolds recalled in a recent interview.

LA Times

National News

988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
May is Mental Health Awareness Month, a national observance started in 1949 to bring attention to the
importance of mental wellbeing. We can all help prevent suicide. The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and

confidential support for people in distress, prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, and
best practices for professionals in the United States.

988

Above & Beyond

 
 

In Remembrance
Remembering Our Fallen Brothers & Sisters

Firefighter III
Hugh G. Martin III
Deceased: 9/10/2024

Appointed: 11/11/1984
Assignment: FS 109
Retired: 3/31/2016

Firefighter III
Frank A. Vidovich
Deceased: 9/8/2024
Appointed: 4/8/1961
Assignment: FS 112
Retired: 6/30/1992

 
Paramedic

Alfredo J. Maldonado
Deceased: 9/8/2024
Appointed: 2/8/1987
Assignment: FS 36
Retired: 5/31/2016

 
Captain II

David L. Smith
Deceased: 9/8/2024
Appointed: 9/1/1962
Assignment: FS 27
Retired: 4/5/1984

Fire Inspector I
Don R. Forrest

Deceased: 9/3/2024
Appointed: 5/12/1962

Assignment: UFLAC, Planning
Retired: 1/2/2005

 
Fire Inspector II

Michael D. Wharton
Deceased: 9/3/2024

Appointed: 2/20/1960
Assignment: Valley Industrial Unit

Retired: 3/17/1985
 

Firefighter III
Gilbert J. Espinoza
Deceased: 9/1/2024

Appointed: 8/10/1980
Assignment: OCD

Retired: 8/16/2007
 

Captain I
Doyle R. Ferguson
Deceased: 8/17/2024
Appointed: 2/4/1961
Assignment: FS 101
Retired: 2/16/1986

Engineer
Charles C. Murray
Deceased: 8/8/2024

Appointed: 4/1/1957z
Assignment: FS 74
Retired: 8/16/1987

 
Engineer

Richard E. Lee
Deceased: 8/6/2024

Appointed: 1/29/1978
Assignment: FS 93
Retired: 4/1/2008

 
ACTIVE DUTY
Firefighter III
Justin A. Curtis

Deceased: 7/27/2024
Appointed: 2/19/2002

Assignment: FS 18
 

Engineer
John S. Chatman Jr.
Deceased: 8/1/2024
Appointed: 1/1/1976
Assignment: FS 21
Retired: 6/30/2012

 
UFLAC’s 2023 LAFD Year In Review
UFLAC is proud to present the 2023 Los
Angeles Fire Department Year in Review.
UFLAC’s mission is to lead the way to
protect and advocate for the health,
safety, working conditions, wages and
benefits of our members and their
families. This publication tells the story
of our dedicated First Responders who
continued to protect lives and property
in Los Angeles while risking their own
safety during another extraordinary year.
In 2021, our Firefighters and Paramedics
responded to more than 475,000
emergency calls for service throughout
Los Angeles - an average of 1,300 calls
per day.

 
As an all-risk fire and rescue agency serving more than four million people, the LAFD is one of
the busiest and most understaffed big city fire departments in the entire country. UFLAC is
honored to help showcase the dedication and commitment demonstrated by the men and women
of the LAFD. Click HERE to view the publication.

 
About UFLAC: Since 1918, UFLAC has been the labor organization of the proud men and women
that serve as firefighters and emergency medical responders protecting the City of Los Angeles.
The members of the Los Angeles Fire Department rely on UFLAC to focus on the wellbeing and
safety of those that protect the lives of others. For more information, visit www.uflac.org.
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